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Great Plains Wing
Annual Fly-in/Drive-in Breakfast & Open House

 (by Terry Helphrey) On August 7th, 2021, the Great Plains Wing of the Commemorative Air 
Force held its annual Fly-in/Drive-in Breakfast & Open House.  The event was scheduled to 
start at 8am. I arrived at the hanger around 6:30am to help in the set up.  
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  To my surprise, the early birds had all the tables/
chairs set up and The Pancake Man was already un-
loaded.  All that was left to do was the finishing touches 
such as table coverings, crowd control barriers on the 
active ramp, and syrup bottles. Darn!  I didn’t get to help 
with all the heavy lifting.  
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  At 8 am sharp, The Pancake Man started serving 
his world-famous pancakes along with some sausage 
links and morning beverages. 

  Whenever a young ‘aviator’ would come through the 
line, he would flip the pancakes from a distance to see if 
they could catch them on their plate.  

  Many of them did not disappoint as very few landed 
on the ground.  By the end of the breakfast at 11am, 
349 people had been served which was approx. 20 more 
than the previous year.  

  About this time, Mother Nature decided to create a 
little excitement by putting on her own sound and light 
show.  Some of this ‘light show’ was a little too close for 
comfort.  

  Unfortunately, during one of the lulls in her show, 
many people took the opportunity to head for their cars 
which greatly decreased our normal afternoon crowd.  

  While Mother Nature put a damper on the afternoon 
activities and crowd, fun was still had by all those in at-
tendance in the morning.  
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  If any left hungry, it was their own fault.  

  As we all know, we can get caught up in the fast 
pace of our daily life.  

  This event gave many people the opportunity to sit 
down and enjoy in some conversations with old friends 
and hopefully making some new ones along the way. 

  Also, I am confident many stories were told that day.  
I can only hope most of them were true.  

  Thanks to all those in attendance and for their gen-
erous donations which helps keep our hanger/museum 
open for all to enjoy.  

  We look forward to seeing everyone next year.   
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Col. Jack Tueller

  “I shook the hand of the enemy”, an Interview with 
Col. Jack Tueller, USAF, Ret.

  Col. Tueller served in WWI in the 404th FG, 508th 
FS. I believe the incident he describes took place at 
Chipelle, an airfield between Bayeaux and St Lo on the 
Cherbourg Peninsula.

  I go back to the airstrip and land after seeing this 
horrible situation (referring to the Normandy invasion) 
and the Commander says, “Jack, don’t play tonight. 
We’ve got one German sniper left and he has a sound-
aimer.  In other words, he doesn’t have to see you in the 
apple-orchards of Normandy, but he can hear you and 
you are going to be a perfect target.”

  So I said, “I’ve gotta play. I’ve gotta get rid of these 
stresses”

  And he said, “Well, it’s your funeral”.

  And I thought to myself, How can I stop him from 
shooting? So, I thought, I’ll play his love song. What is 
the German Love Song? Lilli Marlene. And I played that 
over the orchards of Normandy (he hums out the beat 
and the tune). And I played it all the way through, and 
he didn’t fire.

  The next morning, I was getting ready to go out on 
a combat mission, and here came the Military Police up 
from the beaches of Normandy, Omaha Beach, and they 
said, “Who played that trumpet last night?”.

  And I said “I did”. 

  (He holds up his trumpet) I had this in a little canvas 
bag, in the cockpit, tied to my seat parachute. I took it on 
every combat mission. I figured if I ever got shot down, 
I could play the Prison Guard’s favorite tune and get an 
extra bar of soap for my shower. 

  So I took my trumpet, got out of my cockpit, got into 
the Jeep, went down to Normandy, to Omaha Beach…
and there was the German Sniper and he was 19 years 
old, dressed like a French peasant to cloak his role as a 
sniper, and he was behind the barbed wire with around 
60 prisoners that were getting ready to go to England. 

  He saw my trumpet so he knew I was the one, and 
he burst into tears. I will never forget this, he was on his 
knees. 

  And he said, “I could not fire last night, you played 
the song that my Fiance in Germany and I loved and I 
was looking forward to going to Germany and marrying 
her. So I though of her and my Mother and Father and 
my Brothers and Sisters”.

  And I said, “Well, that is what I was thinking of”.

  And he stuck his hand through the barbed wire, and 
I shook the hand of the enemy. 

  He was no enemy, he was a scared kid like me, 
both of us are doing what we were told to do. I had no 
hatred for him. I had no hatred for the German fighter pi-
lot. I didn’t like what he stood for…I couldn’t understand 
how anybody could live in a country that took away their 
freedom.
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  Col. Teuller’s P-47D , 42-25873, Roseanne.  Col. 
Tueller served in WWII, flying more than 100 misisons in 
P-47s and P-51s. He was awarded the Silver Star and 
the Distinguished Flying Cross, served during Korea and 
Viet Nam and retired in 1964. He passed away in 2016, 
at age 95.
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2021 CALENDAR OF EVENTS

Oct. 16 Wing Meeting 11:00 AM GPW Hangar
Oct. 29-31 Wings over Dallas – Dallas Executive Airport
   Dallas, TX
Nov. 20 Wing Meeting 11:00 AM GPW Hangar
Dec. 11 GPW Holiday Potluck 12:00 PM GPW Hangar
Dec. 18 Wing Meeting 11:00 AM GPW Hangar

MONTHLY EVENTS

Council Bluffs Airport - Great Plains Wing hosts a 
monthly cookout on the 3rd Wednesday of each month 

from April to October - 5:30 - 7:00 p.m.

York, NE Airport: EAA Chapter 1055 hosts a fly-in
breakfast on the 1st Saturday of each month

from 8:00 to 10:00 a.m.(free-will offering)

Crete, NE Airport: EAA Chapter 569 hosts a fly in
breakfast on the 3rd Sat. of every month

from 8 to 10 a.m.

If you would like to put a event on this calendar,
please send an email with the necessary information to 

Terry Helphrey at terry.helphrey@outlook.com


